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1
 Ohio Department of Health, Bureau of Vital Statistics. Analysis by Injury Prevention Program. 2015. 2014 Ohio Drug Overdose Preliminary Data: 

General Findings. Columbus, OH: Ohio Department of Health. 
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 Fentanyl-Related Drug 
Overdose Deaths  

(n=182) 

Opioid-Related Drug 
Overdose Deaths Not 

Involving Fentanyl  
(n=786)* 

All Drug Overdose 
Deaths (n=1,445)** 

Period of Death (n,%) 
   2007-2013 
   2014 
   2015 (as of 9/30/15) 

 
7 (3.8) 

81 (44.5) 
94 (51.7) 

 
643 (81.8) 
132 (16.8) 
11 (1.4) 

 
1,080 (74.7) 
251 (17.4) 
114 (7.9) 

Intent (n,%)*** 
   Unintentional 
   Suicide 
   Homicide 
   Undetermined 

 
103 (98.1) 

1 (1.0) 
0 

1 (1.0) 

 
735 (93.5) 
34 (4.3) 
1 (0.1) 
16 (2.0) 

 
1,215 (88.8) 

114 (8.3) 
3 (0.2) 
36 (2.6) 

Sex (n,%) 
   Male 
   Female 

 
123 (67.6) 
59 (32.4) 

 
537 (68.4) 
248 (31.6) 

 
938 (65.0) 
504 (35.0) 

Race (n,%) 
   Black 
   White 
   Asian 
   Other 

 
34 (18.7) 
147 (80.8) 

1 (0.6) 
0 

 
90 (11.5) 
690 (87.9) 

0 
5 (0.6) 

 
228 (15.8) 

1,202 (83.4) 
2 (0.1) 
10 (0.7) 

Age (n,%) 
   14 & Younger 
   15-24 
   25-34 
   35-44 
   45-54 
   55-64 
   65 & Older 

 
0 

19 (10.4) 
55 (30.2) 
44 (24.2) 
45 (24.7) 
16 (8.8) 
3 (1.7) 

 
0 

52 (6.6) 
186 (23.7) 
178 (22.7) 
260 (33.1) 
88 (11.2) 
21 (2.7) 

 
3 (0.2) 
90 (6.2) 

314 (21.8) 
333 (23.1) 
459 (31.8) 
189 (13.1) 
54 (3.7) 
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Unintentional (n,%) Suicide (n,%) 

Fisher’s exact p-
value 

Involving Fentanyl 
(n=104) 

103 (99.0) 1 (1.0) - 

Involving Opioids but 
Not Fentanyl (n=769) 

735 (95.6) 34 (4.4) 0.11 
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Black (n,%) White (n,%) 
Chi-Square p-

value 

Involving Fentanyl 
(n=181) 

34 (18.8) 147 (81.2) - 

Involving Opioids but 
Not Fentanyl (n=780) 

90 (11.5) 690 (88.5) <0.01 
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2 NIH National Institute on Drug Abuse. Nora D. Volkow. June 2006. Fentanyl Use in Combination With Street Drugs Leading do Death in Some Cases. 
http://www.drugabuse.gov/about-nida/directors-page/messages-director/2006/06/fentanyl-use-in-combination-street-drugs-leading-to-death-in-some-cases.  
3
 The Washington Post. Peter Slevin and Kari Lydersen. 2006. Heroin Users Warned About Deadly Additive. http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-

dyn/content/article/2006/06/03/AR2006060300602.html.  
4 Drug Enforcement Agency. DEA Public Affairs. March 18, 2015. DEA Issues Nationwide Alert on Fentanyl as Threat to Health and Public Safety. 
http://www.dea.gov/divisions/hq/2015/hq031815.shtml.  
5 The Chicago Tribune. Jeremy Gorner, Peter Nickeas, Rosemary Regina Sobol. October 2, 2015. 74 overdoses in 72 hours: Laced heroin may be to blame. 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/local/breaking/ct-heroin-overdoses-met-20151002-story.html.  

http://www.drugabuse.gov/about-nida/directors-page/messages-director/2006/06/fentanyl-use-in-combination-street-drugs-leading-to-death-in-some-cases
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/06/03/AR2006060300602.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/06/03/AR2006060300602.html
http://www.dea.gov/divisions/hq/2015/hq031815.shtml
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/local/breaking/ct-heroin-overdoses-met-20151002-story.html
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